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SENATE BI LL 5829

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Fraser

Read first tine 02/ 14/97. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Rel ating to the nonindi genous species invasion task force;
creating new sections; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the unauthorized
i ntroduction of nonindi genous species into WAashington state poses a
serious econom c and environnental threat. Nonindi genous species can
have adverse inpacts on public health, agriculture and grazing | ands,
fisheries and wat erways, and the functioning of natural ecosystens. It
is the intent of the legislature to prevent adverse economc and
envi ronnent al i npacts caused by noni ndi genous speci es t hrough i ncreased
cooperation, coordination, and information sharing between state and
f ederal agenci es.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2. (1) A nonindigenous species invasion task
force is hereby created. The task force is conposed of the director of
the departnment of fish and wildlife or the director’s designee, the
director of the departnent of ecology or the director’s designee, the
conmm ssioner of public |ands or the conmm ssioner’s designee, and the
director of the departnent of agriculture or the director’s designee.
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The director of the departnent of fish and wildlife or the director’s
desi gnee shall serve as chair of the task force. At the chair’s
di scretion, additional task force nenbers, or ex officio nenbers, my
be added fromother state, tribal, or federal agencies and institutions
of higher education. The departnment of fish and wldlife, the
departnent of ecology, the departnent of agriculture, and the
departnment of natural resources shall provide staff support for the
task force.

(2) The purpose of the task force is to:

(a) Prevent the establishment of nonindigenous species through
i nproved cooperation, coordination, and information sharing between
state and federal agencies;

(b) Provide risk and priority assessnents regardi ng noni ndi genous
speci es;

(c) Allow for the tinely and effective response to energency
si tuati ons;

(d) Provide an efficient and expert mechanismfor the eradication
of probl eminvasions; and

(e) Report to the legislature on the status of nonindi genous
species in Washington and the need for additional |egislative action.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) The noni ndi genous speci es invasion task
force shall conduct a risk and priority assessnent of nonindi genous
species currently in Washington by January 1, 1998. The assessnent
shal | consider the potential adverse econom c and bi ol ogi cal i npacts of
t he species, the range and popul ati on of the species, and the cost-to-
benefit ratio of species nanagenent versus eradication. Priority
shoul d be placed on those species wth adverse econom c or bi ol ogical
i npacts that can be controlled or eradicated with the |east cost and
effort.

(2) The task force shall devel op interagency response plans for
t hose species assessed to be of high priority by July 1, 1998. The
response plans nmust be designed to achieve the goal of nonindi genous
speci es eradication or nmanagenent at tolerable levels in a tinely and
ef fecti ve manner.

(3) The task force shall report to the natural resources commttees
of the house of representatives and the senate on the progress of the
task force and the need for additional |egislative action by Decenber
1, 1998.
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NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The noni ndi genous species invasion task
force shall appoint an interagency i nvasi on response teamby January 1,

1998. The purpose of the invasion response team is to provide a
conprehensive and tinely response to new nonindi genous species
i ntroductions. The invasion response team is responsible, if

necessary, for first-response action to eradicate or control a newy
i ntroduced noni ndi genous species, intensified nonitoring within the
region of the invasion, quantifying the extent of the invasion, and
monitoring of progress after treatnent.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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